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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. HIMES).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 23, 2022.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JAMES A.
HIMES to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

What great love You have lavished on
us. We look around and see how trans-
formed the world can be just by city
lights and colorful neighborhood deco-
rations. But in this special time may
we come to realize that the spirit of
hope and the joy of this holiday and
how we ourselves change in the season
is all because of Your generous love
and Kindness.

Surrounded by friends or family,
awash with a whole host of feelings and
emotions, or painfully alone when all
around us others are ebullient with the
merriment of parties and gatherings,
we ask that You would speak to us
wherever we are, that we would dis-
cover that our true joy is found in
knowing that You are among us in all
our moments.

May we find reason to rejoice every
day in these most wonderful of all
gifts, that we should be called the chil-
dren of God.

And so we are, with all our hopes and
dreams, fears and tears, You receive us
in Your tender embrace. You have gift-
ed us with the purest and most perfect

of loves, the love of You, our creator,
our savior, and our comforter.

So in deepest gratitude for Your
overwhelming grace in these festive
days and always, we pray in Your holy
name.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 6 of House Resolution
1529, the journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 23, 2022.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 23, 2022, at 8:25 a.m.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 51.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 52.

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 4373.

That the Senate agrees to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment with
an amendment H.R. 2617.

With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
KEVIN F. MCCUMBER.

——————

CELEBRATING KEY DEMOCRAT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate the key accom-
plishments Democrats will deliver in
today’s Federal Government funding
bill.

Expanding healthcare is a top pri-
ority for my district.

Democrats are putting people over
politics by investing in our public
health system and expanding access to
quality healthcare.

Democrats will deliver permanent,
mandatory, and continuous coverage
for the 40 million children enrolled in
Medicaid and the Children’s Health In-
surance Program.

We are making investments in men-
tal health, which will improve access
to medication-assisted treatment, ex-
pand our mental health workforce, and
increase coverage of mental health
services.

Investing in physical and mental
health care is investing in our families,
our workers, and our communities. It
is about putting people over politics. It
is about investing in our children.

I am proud that we will be voting on
this bill today, and I plan to vote for it.

————

PRESIDENT ZELENSKYY IS A
SYMBOL OF FREEDOM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Wednesday, Congress ap-
propriately gave 18 standing ovations
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in appreciation for President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy from Ukraine
for stopping war criminal Putin’s inva-
sion.

His address to the joint meeting of
Congress was historic and heartfelt.
Sadly, the world is in a competition be-
tween democracies with rule of law as
opposed to autocrats by rule of gun.
The first target is Ukraine with clear
warnings to Moldova, Georgia, Taiwan,
Israel, and America.

The resolve and courage of President
Zelenskyy and the Ukrainian people
have unified Republicans and Demo-
crats, NATO with Finland and Sweden,

the European Union, Japan, South
Korea, and Australia supporting
Ukraine.

President Zelenskyy is a symbol of
freedom and courage for Ukraine and
all who cherish democracy and oppose
murderous invasion maintaining bor-
ders.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
who successfully protected America for
20 years, as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from Afghanistan’s
safe haven to America.

God bless Ukraine. God bless Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Ukraine
will achieve victory for a merry Christ-
mas.

GOVERNMENT IS WORKING FOR
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

(Ms. MCCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, the
day is finally here. Today, we are going
to vote to make sure that our govern-
ment is working for the American peo-
ple.

I would especially like to thank chair
of the Appropriations Committee, ROSA
DELAURO, for her amazing patience and
her steadfast work to make this day
happen, as well as Speaker PELOSI and
Mr. SCHUMER in the Senate.

Members, this bill will not only keep
the government open so that our con-
stituents don’t find themselves in a lot
more distress with the economic hard
times that we are facing during the
holiday season, but it is also going to
guarantee that children have access to
healthcare, schools remain open, hos-
pitals can treat flu patients; so many
things that are all important to the
constituents we serve.

I am especially proud of the work
that I do as the Appropriations Defense
Subcommittee chair to make sure that
our troops receive the pay that they
deserve, the support that their families
need, the work that I was able to do in
PFAS remediation, research in
healthcare, and to work on climate
change. Because all those are impor-
tant to our national security.

I will have more remarks provided in
the RECORD.
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF FRANCO HARRIS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remember
the life and legacy of Franco Harris, an
iconic Steelers and Penn State football
running back.

The Hall of Fame running back who
was known for the ‘“‘Immaculate Recep-
tion,” considered the most iconic play
in NFL history 50 years ago today,
passed away at the age of 72 this week.

Before the infamous play, Franco was
a proud Nittany Lion. During his time
donning blue and white, Harris helped
lead Penn State to a 294 record from
1969 to 1971. Harris is among Penn
State’s top 20 rushers in program his-
tory with 2,002 career yards and 24
touchdowns.

Franco not only impacted the game
of football, but he also affected the
lives of many, many people in pro-
foundly positive ways.

Following his retirement from the
NFL, Harris returned to Pittsburgh,
opened a bakery, and became heavily
involved in several charities, including
serving as chairman of The Pittsburgh
Promise which provides college schol-
arship opportunities for Pittsburgh
public school students.

Franco is survived by his loving wife,
Dana Dokmanovich, and his son, Dok.
My prayers and thoughts are with
Dana, Dok, and Franco’s friends.

———

RECOGNIZING MADISON SEILER

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the hard work,
resilience, and achievements of Ne-
braska distance running standout,
Madison Seiler.

As a high school freshman running
for my alma mater, Gering High
School, Maddie was a top-four finisher
in class B at the Nebraska State cross
country meet and a member of the
State class B girls State championship
team. The following year, she won her
first individual State championship as
a sophomore.

Prior to her junior season, Maddie
suffered a serious ankle injury which
required surgery. Despite missing the
entire summer training period and all
but one competition leading up to the
district and State championship races,
she began running just 45 days after
surgery and overcame improbable odds
to repeat as individual State champion
in 2021. It was an extraordinary
achievement.

This October, Maddie’s determina-
tion and discipline once again led to
another individual State champion-
ship, and in doing so, she became just
the 13th runner in Nebraska high
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school cross country history to be a
three-time State champion. Maddie is
an honor roll student, and her family
and community are incredibly proud of
her. Go Bulldogs.

——————

RECOGNIZING DON McSPARRAN
FOR HIS SERVICE

(Mr. PFLUGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Midland local and
World War II veteran Don McSparran
for his service to our community.

For the past 22 years, Mr. McSparran
has spent countless hours patrolling
Midland as a volunteer with the Mid-
land Police Department. With his wife,
Doris, in the passenger seat, Mr.
McSparran drives around town assist-
ing folks at any given moment with
something as minor as a local traffic
accident or as major as a lost child. He
has helped countless people around
Midland and is seen as a staple of the
MPD.

Over the years, Mr. McSparran has
selflessly given so much of his time to
keep our community safe. Now, at the
age of 96, Mr. McSparran has no inten-
tion of slowing down. He continues to
serve with the utmost commitment,
dedication, and patriotism. His efforts
strengthen and engage our community,
and he improves every life that he
touches.

At the beginning of this month, Mid-
land Mayor Patrick Payton officially
declared the day ‘“‘Don McSparran Ap-
preciation Day,” a wonderful time to
recognize Mr. McSparran’s lifetime of
service and incredible dedication to our
community.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. McSparran
for his time, for his heart, and for his
efforts to make Midland a better place.
Our district is blessed to have wonder-
ful servant leaders like Don.

————
ENERGY AND WATER

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the en-
ergy and water division of the omnibus
bill captures America’s spirit of inno-
vation and ingenuity.

To succeed in the 21st century, our
Nation must be positioned to unleash
its full potential.

These energy and water investments
will create good-paying jobs, lower
costs, and improve communities from
the heartland to the coasts as we in-
tensify America’s energy innovation,
fortify water infrastructure, and invig-
orate the essential work to sustain life
on Earth.

By advancing solar, hydrogen, and
biofuel technologies, rebuilding ports
and waterways, conserving precious en-
vironmental ecosystems, we are doing
America’s work, and we are reinvesting
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